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I fALlIRl AUTilORITY-

A NECESSITY

Bible Cannot be Sponsor for its Own Authen

icityMust be Accredited by a Reliable

Extrinsic WitnessIf Not the Church

Where Is it to be Found-

Written for The Intelmountain Catholic

j
A3 articles of faith are received on the author
4f God who reveals them In Catholictcachingj-

nimsexprdss real truths which have their foun
dlioll in the revealed Word These articles ol-

nihi express truths of the idealorder or super-
naturali

1 truths and though they may transcend
i dcm yet because revealed by God they must be
intrinsically true Reason is incompetent to pass
judgment because it has jurisdiction over

t Mipernatnral truths Plans destiny according to
ilic revealed Word is supernatural Reason is eon
jiiud to the natural order and insofar as the spir-

itual
¬

iis concerned is unable to judge what is good
nr evil for the soul save in the light of Gods re-

v tltd word
All are cpmmaiided to believe and to believe the

truths which God has revealed The condemnation
fur not believing extends to all men without lim-
itation

¬

lie who believeth not shall be con-
demned

¬

Justice on the part of God who de-

mands faith under so severe a penalty requires-
thatj lie make known what must be believed before

I lie can condemn anyone for not believing
Assuming the Christian law to be Gods re-

vealed
¬

j Word and that man is bound to believe what
it contains the question of knowing its real and
genuine sense is to be determined Reason and the
law combined cannot serve as a court to determine
the real meaning of Gods revealed Word Reason
alone is incompetent to pass judgment on the super-
natural

¬ I

truths contained in the revelations made to
man by God The law itself or the revealed Word
annot serve as a court of last appeal This would
iN making the statute book which contains the law
also the court

The question then for those who object to the
mth ritatrve teaching of the Catlrolie Cliurch in
declaring dogmas or articles of faith 4p be an

wc red is How decide the meaning or true sense
of the written word regarding some special mys
I TV or certain supernatural truth To illustrate
this difficulty we take Jesusdiscourse on the Brea-
ds Life Addressing the multitude he said I
am the Bread of Life 7 If any man cat of
this Bread he shall live for ever and the Bread
that 1 will give is My flesh for the life of the-

nn Did Christ in these words as well as those
wlmh follow mean His natural flesh The answer
nii an individual Catholic believing in transubstan-
tiation cannot be accepted for that would make
him both plaintiff and the judge of the law neither

iu the denial of the Protestants be accepted for
that would make him both plaintiff and the
judge of the law When those memorable
word which contain1 a supernatural truth
tmv uttered by Christ His hearers un

f < b rtywl them in their plain natural sense and so
pressed themelves How can this man give us

iiik flesh to eatf Does Jesus who was a teacher
f truth correct a wrong impression on the part of

lli > hearers So On the contrary He affirms that
1hn moaning which they attached to His words is

It true meaning i e the meaning which He-
v ant + d to convey to their minds Hence He said
iimy the strongest asseveration Amen Amen I

V unto you except you eat the flesh of the Son
rt Mni and drink His blood you shall not have-

in you That He meant what He said He con-
J iiirnud at Ills last supper when He took bread

Ih id it and said This is my body
Now to again advert to the propositions here

hr affirmed i e the necessity of faith supcr
ural truths or mysteries are the object of faith-

i It moans certainty therefore excludes doubt
tMO ondftmwtion uttered against him who belie

li not applies to all without limitation and las-
ts how to decide the true meaning or genuine

DM of these words of Christ who was a teacher
ituth i Reason isi incompetent to pass judgment

upfriiatnral truths are outside of its jurisdic
ii The answer of an individual Catholic or-

fohmtp cannot be accepted for each either as tIj
i ndant or plaintiff would be also judge

V p are bound to believe something according
IH positive and solemn declaration of Christ-

ii Ivt something must be truth not falsehood
itifv the demands of faith and escape the

uniation pronounced against him who be-

thll i Joe the justice of God requires that He
t inn a court also that that court be infallible

decisions regarding what one niust believe
hri explicitly or implicitly Then arises the-

n MOJI Where and what is that court If not
tliiirchwhich claims to be such court and

ni li xisted in all nations and through all ages
PI lioe identity is unmistakable to aUthen-

I awl where iis the court that decides the true
t iiiir and genuine sense of these four words I

r in H My Body
Haon as shown iis unable to answer By as

A

inir that reason is incompetent to judge what
rRniuine sense of these four words is or fo de-

fIU from them the supernatural truth which they
P inain it is not denied that reason is a competent I

Miiiew to the fact Of revelation nor that it is of
Mieiif importance in determining whether a rev
> t inni has been made nor that the fact of revela

ti and should be evident to natural reason
The Protestant principle assumes that the Bible

iIll court that decides i e the Bible interpreted
1s x the private reason of the believer who reads it I

ell utly and brings to his aid any critical historical
r other assistance that he can find But after
r MMrinienting for nearly four hundred years on
iliK one text as to its ineaning and genuine sensc-

hatv l supernatural truth has that system deduced i

from the text dot less than three hundred dif I

II CATHOLICISM AND AMERICANISM II
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An Earnest Appeal to Catholics by

the New Naval Secretary to Fitting-

ly

¬

Typify the Exemplary American

Citizen
v

By Charles J Bonaparte-
To consult the Oracle of Delphi was an ex-

pensive
¬

no less than solemn proceeding The
Pythoness acted on sound business principles in
fixing the price of her services and as she also
dealt strictly on a spot cash basis the happy pil ¬

grim who left her august presence may have thought
himself the richer in heavenly wisdom but must
have known himself a good deal the poorer in
worldly dross As some compensation he had
thrown in provided he took the trouble to read the
inscription over the gate a piece of good advice
which differed widely in value from curbstone
opinions and gratuitous counsel in general It
was not only worth more than the nothing he paid
for it but far more than all the obscure warnings-
and equivocal hints for which he had just paid so
handsomely Know thyself was a precept of well
nigh boundless utility for the ancient Greek it is
no whit less suited to the American and more par-
ticularly

¬

to the Catholic American of today And
we American Catholics may perhaps spend a few
minutes fruitfully in the attempt to practically
apply it or in other words to find out if we can
what we are and why we are here what work we
have to do and upon what conditions we may hope
to do this work wel-

lUndoubtedlyI said theNew York Nation in
its issue of Jan 301868 political equality free
public education under Protestant auspices and a
national rule which compels sectarian toleration
are forces which must in time either destroy
Catholicism in this country or essentially change-

its nature Is this statement true Is its proba-
bility established or even indicated by our thirty-
six years experience since it was published or by
the Churchs history during the entire period since
she was first exposed to what the same paper in
the article from which I have quoted calls the
coroding action of our institutions-

These

1

quotations are not new I doubt not that
you have all heard 2jd read many of you prob ¬

ably often sonic perhaps ad nauseamthat there-
is an incompatibility between American insti-
tutions and the Catholic Church You may have
leard this not only from enemies but from friends I

of the Church In truth it is said sometimes by
I

those who know something of the Catholic Church
and nothing of American institutions although
more frequently by those who know something of
American institutions and nothing of the Catholic
Church and most frequently of all by those who
know nothing or next to nothing about either
Vpre I speaking seventyfive or even fifty years

ago I might ask whether the audience before me
believed this today such an inquiry would be need-
less

¬

Now such a thought may be perhaps enter ¬

tained by a Catholic who is not an American or by
an American who is not a Catholic but surely the
opinion is no longer shared by any American Cath ¬

olic
Pinion

sufficiently informed to have an intelligent I

ruBlind men may argue whether the Catholic
Church can live in the United States but for those
who have eyes that can see and will open them to
the truth that question is a question no longer-
If they see anything they see that she can live
because she has lived and lives today Lives too
not as a sickly exotic she grows and flourishes and
waxes strong with a sound and healthy growth

I gaining not in mere size but in vigor every day
in short she is and feels herself to be at home

If we apply to the sum of American institutions
ihe vague and muchabused term liberty the his-

tory
¬

of a century and a quarter proves that lib-

erty
¬

is good for the Catholic Church If it has
essentially changed the nature of Catholicism the
change has been but to make the Church more en-

terprising and aggressive more than ever full of
the missionary proselytizing spirit which makes a
truly living faith and yet to put asleep the hatred
which she once encountered here and still encoun-
ters

¬

elsewhere-
It is more to my purpose that we Catholic

Americans should know and feel the full burden
of duty and consequent responsibility cast upon us
by the Churchs growing greatness To my mind
nothing can be more certain than that the Church-
has greatly prospered in America precisely because
America greatly needed the Church Recruiting
her hierarchy from every rank and class of men
living less with and for the rich or learned than
with and for that great mass of humanity whose
passions untamed by letters are daily goaded by
physical wants I her influence is most salutory
where ardor civiumprava jubentium constitutes an
everpresent danger-

A selfgoverning nation of all others needs the
Catholic Church She can remind the sovereign
people as one having authority over it as over all I

monarchs that right and wrong are things change-

less
¬

and eternal not moulded by earthly fortune or
fixed by its or any royal pleasure that for her suc ¬

cess never sanctifies a fraud that for her as for
her Founder one mans guilt is but blackenedI when
ho finds to share it thousands of accomplices or I

dupes I I

True the Church has no politics she knows
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CHARLES J BONAPARTE
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nothing of candidates or platforms of1 adminis-
trations

¬

or policies of tarirfb or currencies She
is mute on every question as to which honest men
may honestly differ and no more tells her children
what ticket they may vote than what food they
shall eat or what clothes they shall wear But as
she demands that they shall eat with temperance
that they dress with dency so she requires them
to vote with an unclouded judgment with an un
drugged conscience with the good oi their country-
as their motive with time fear ofGod before their
eyes

Needed in all times and all countries she is-

o at least to me sh6 S luisneeded most of all in
our day and our country ortod Americans are
learning what burdens what dangers what temp-

tations
¬

7 w rwait on national greatness
That great man who most of men gave life to

this republic has warned us how and how only it
may live and deserve to live Virtue says the
Farewell address is a necessary spring of popu ¬

lar government Of all the dispositions and habits
which lead to practical prosperity religion and
morality are indispensible supports For Ameri¬

cans 1rashington is a safe guide to lighten the
darkness which shadows our national pathway to
walk scathless mid the dangers clustering angrily
about it we must look for aid not to man nor his
words or works but to the religion of Christ to
the morality of the Gospel w it T I

Whoever believe these things must rejoice to
hear the Church say as she tightens her grasp on
American life Jy suis jy reste and to feel in his
Iheart that she says this truly But we may know
this fact and not necessarily or immediately appre ¬

ciate its consequences This is no less true of
Catholics than of other Americans The notion
that the Church is a stranger and a sojourner in I

our land has not been outgrown by all her children
Some Catholics have but half learned although
they are every day learning more thoroughly and I

more and more rapidly that they are Americans
aifd not Irishmen or Germans Frenchmen Italians-
or

I

Poles Not understand me well Americans I

first and some sort of foreigners afterward but
Americans first last and all the time and nothing-
else at all at least in a sense whic hwould make
them any the less Americans

TCn man can ronllv have two prmiitVioc inv
more than he can faithfully serve two masters=a
hybrid type of citizenship will be always and every-
where

¬

ephemeral and sterile A great nation like
ours can tolerate no divided allegiance those who
would be hers at all must be hers altogether
Where a man was born she has indeed never been
overcurious to ask Alexander Hamilton mid Gil ¬

bert Gallatin arc 110 more her stepchildren than
greatgrandchildren of the Mayflowers passengers
But no one is or can be an American citizen in the
full and true sense of the word who feels himself
an Irishman or a German or anything elseexcept
as George Washington or John Adams might have
felt himself an Englishman or tocompare a very
small person to a great one I may feel myself a
Corsican

1 say this of course subject to all reasonable
qualifications Xo civilized man certainly no
Christian can be indifferent to the good or ill for-
tune

¬

of any branch of the human family aiid the
land where ones kindred dwell ones parents are
buried ones childhood was spent must be to a
man of ordinary sentiments something more than-
a red or blue patch on the map L have no quarrel
with those who on the shores of New England in
the shadow of the Alleghenies by the Mississippi
or the Great Lakes or the far Pacific remember to
honor St Patrick or St George or St Andrewor-
St Bonifase or St Wcnceslaus the last is the
saint I mean and if I have his name aright I
would put no prohibitory tariff on foreign sanc-
tity

¬

the production of the domestic article will
not be checked by its importation nor will the sup-
ply

¬

exceed the demand As our country makes her
own one band of immigrants after another she
takes with them their traditions and their ideals
their memories and their hopes to blend these in
the moral and intellectual heritage of all her chil-
dren

¬

Neither do I stand aglhjst at greets flags or
black white and red flags flying once a year beside
the Stqrs and Stripes or laws made public here
and there in the tongue of many thousands among
those called to obey them The really sad and
shameful feature of such incidentsis the paltry
lemagogism which too often inspires or magnifiqs
them But whilst I think only the better of il

Words of Sterling Patriotism and

Wise Counsel From the lips of a

Representative American and Stal¬

wart Catholic

fellow citizen because his birthplace or that of his
fathers yet claims his sympathies and shares his
affections I hold him alike unworthy and danger-
ous

¬

if he has still to learn that here and here only-
are all his interests cud all his duties-

I say this especially to and of Catholics be¬

cause as I have just remarked American Catholics
have only gradually recognized its truth and other
Americans have only recently and imperfectly come
to sec that they recognized and acted on it That
the United Stales was and would remain a Protest
ant country seemed to many within no less than to
many without the Church almost a matter of course
seventyfive or even fifty years ago it was assumed
complacently or regretfully as the case might be
but generally assumed as certain As to this we

j had no right to complain of public opinion our
I fellow citizens of other faiths thought of us much

as we thought of ourselves If to some of them
I

even now an American Catholic seems in some sort-
a contradiction in terms a few of both our clergy
and our laity are still rubbing their eyes to be sure
that such a person is not in some sort an impostor
that he is truly a Catholic while no less truly an
American-

The foundation laid fourteen years after the
Pilgrim fathers landed at Plymouth when a hand ¬

ful of exiles raised the cross at St Marys has had
to bear a gigantic superstructure beneath whose
weight it might well have crumbled had it been
built by hands When he reflects how vast has
been the work of assimilation and inspiration im-

posed
¬

on the little body of Catholics who greeted
their first Bishop in 17S9 and then recognizes how
thoroughly and how rapidly on the whole and
bearing in mind all the circumstances that work
has been and is done far front marveling at its
present incompleteness any fairminded man will
find his faith revived and strengthened in the
boundless potency for good stored in our orderly
freedom any man believing as I do will see a
further and greater cause for thankfulness and
hope he will feel assured for the future as lie has
known in the past the proven and abiding guid¬

ance of Almighty God-

I must not forget that I now speak first of aU-
to laymen and more particularly to young laymen-
soon to be charged with all the varied burdens of
life resting upon Americans and upon Catholics-
At the American Catholic Congress to which I
have already referred an interesting and carefully
prepared paper was devoted to Lay Action in the
Church It may be well this evening not to dis ¬

cuss or criticise the views of its author but briefly
to consider some aspects of his subject-

Letl me first note what was implied in the title
itself namely that action is required by the Church-
of its laity I strongly suspect that to a good
many worthy people clergymen and laymen within
the Church and without this idea is at least un-
familiar

¬

Their conception of the normal Catho-
lic

¬

laymen is of something essoitinllv llflffIVP To
I their minds he seems first ofall one of a flock well
I guarded by shepherds and collies docile enough in

the main and grazing now here now there as
these point the way but subject to fits of wayward-
ness and yerj prone to nibble a little forbidden
herbage on the sly Yet it needs no serious argu-
ment

¬

to show that this view is fundamentally er-
roneous

¬

Nothing could be less Catholic than to
regard any class of Christians as less than fully
responsible for time growth of Christs kingdom on
earth We know no such distinctions as those rec-
ognized

¬

in some other communions between Church
members and men and women who although in the
Church are yet not of it betweon Christians who

I

have and Christians who have not experienced a
I change of heart

I

I

I JForI the Church every baptized man is a Oath
olis no doubt he may be a bad as well as a good

I Catholic a rebellions no less than loyal son of the
Church a useless and harmful just as he may be

I a useful member of the Christian body but wheth-
er

¬

er appreciates it or not whether he deserves it
or not he belongs to the Church and he belongs-
to her body and soul He cannot justly refuse her

I anything which he has his time his skilll his la ¬

bor his strength of arm or brain are hers no less
than his means He cannot compound for any
ransom no matter how costly his obligation of
personal service in her army-

It is a common but wholly unjustifiable error
to confuse the order of disciplined labor with the
indolence of slavery to think that because a man
knows his work and does it knows his proper place
aitd keeps it knows whom lIe should obey and acts
on the knowledge lIe is without energy and will I

A number of years ago in a reunion of clergymen
belonging to one of the more recent among Protest-
ant

¬

denominations a proposal to agree upon some
symbol of faith was resisted by one gentleman
himself a convert from another sect on the ground
that haying got one bit out of his mouth lie didnt
wish to put another in c

If Catholic laymen arc to act what is the right ¬

ful sphere and what are ihcl yu5t1limits of theirl
action I see no need to answer tll quertiiZn mT1c

f tJJi <J rq
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SOCIALISM orrosoT-

O CATnOLICISM

i yi

Would Found its Reign Upon la Denial of Spirit-

uality Would Annul the Influnence of 6J
the ChurchLatter Must Combat all

Materialistic Tendencies-

The Rev Dr Iverby in an able article
published in the current number of the Amer-

ican

¬

Catholic Quarterly Review starts out
with the frank admission that a comparison
between Catholicity and Socialism is as difficult as

the necessity of so doing is paramount The two

systems of thought and policy he says are dig

posing forces for a contest already well under way

and the world is not large enough for the su ¬

premacy of both as they now stand Defendress
though she be of the social order against the ag-

gressive

¬

aspirations of Socialism militant time

Church stands alone in the arena with the undis-
guised

¬

antipathies of national and social organiza-
tions

¬

of modern education and science tacitly de-

sirous

¬

of her defeat Alone she invokes the Spirit-
of the Cross the lesson of Calvary as the onlv
remedy which can with tand the encroachments of
that fell destroyer of ideals the Socialist doctrin ¬

aire with Atheifm in his heart anti Materialism
in his mouth An advocate simply of the material
improvement of his fellow men and with a di
avowal of authority earthly or divine the funda ¬

mental basis of his creed he enters the lists with
an array on his side of every worldly influence
that can appeal to the fleshly aspirations of man-

kind

¬

With him he lies the bulk of the secular t

press the greater part of educationists the ma-

jority
¬

of researchful scientists and every political
apostle of that baneful type of degeneration mod ¬

ern liberty such as iis exemplified for instance in
the French Government of the day for whom Lib-
erty

¬

Equality and Fraternity are euphemisms for
Intolerance Prejudice and Oppression Brimful
enticements he allures the poor of spirit and tho
weak of faith with pledges that promise the op
pressed the attainment of prosperity in the path
that offers the least resistance to human weak ¬

nesses the path that knows no God but the flesh-

It is hardly to be wondered at then that he gains
adherents by the million that he is a mighty rival-
of the Church that works by and with the Spirit
that teaches her children that this life is but a
preparation for an eternal one hereafter that sor¬

row and suffering are the heritage of those who
seek the everlasting And yet says Dr Kerby
Not Socialism but the age favors Atheism loos-

ens
¬

the bonds of the family challenges authority
and teaches false economics This phil-

osophy
¬

is so close to the facts of life so satisfying
I to one who looks at the present merely and not at

past or future at individual or class and not at
I race it is so soothing in the freedom from self

discipline which it promises that it is a real vital
I power to its believers Modern evils it is not

hard to discern spring from the paramountcy of
Industrialism the forcing to its furthest extreme
of that supreme doctrine of selfishnessthe sur-
vival of the fittest The law of the modern in¬

dustrial world is that weakness shall serve strength-
a law diametrically contrary to that of Christs

teaching which is that strength shall serve weak-
ness In the pursuit of wealth and in its accumu ¬

lation man is no longer a sentient being but a
machine without heart or soul working always anal
incessantly for the acquisition of that which is
nowadays the principle of power and worldly ag-

grandizement
¬

namely money Legislation it is
true has attempted to improve the lot of the vic-

tims
¬

of the Industrialist To little avail however
and legislation in all countries is forced to confess
itself subsidiary to the aims and workings of tho
capitalist Here the Socialist steps in with the
revolutionary wand he claims to possess He will
he declares remodel the existing condition of
things he will establish equality social as well as
industrial by giving to the community the control-
of all capital In his opinion not only legislative
bodies but also the Church is the slave of the cap ¬

italist He will therefore raise his political struc-
ture without reference to the word of God or to a
belief in Him He will have no Church which to
him seems to embody the aristocratic principle
against which lIe is fighting tooth and nail

Dr Kerby very justly finds that Industrialism
predominates the age and hat given birth to So-

cialism
¬

and its concomitant antiChristian tenden ¬

cies not because it wa the natural evolution of
Industrialism to finally overcome the influence of i

the Church but because the Christian order and
Christian forces are greatly Aveakened because
mans susceptibility to Christianizing influences-
has

I

not kept pace with his desire for material
progress In support of his contention the doc-

tor
¬ i

adduces the following results of his experience
and observation He finds that the spiritual sense
is becoming dull that men in their good actions-
or beneficent measures are influenced by no con ¬

siderations of a soul that mind is recognized
everywhere to the total exclusion of emotions or
impulses arising from the soul Again he sees that
the sense of sin is becoming dull that conscience
only exists in remnant form that there are no sins
of omission but of commission only and that r

these are fewer He finds in society an increasing r

tendency to choose the line of least resistance he r

sees that there is little regard for selfdiscipline t

selfdenial penance that indifference and neglect
overwhelm tis on all hands The sense of per¬

sonal responsibility he also finds a diminishing
quantity individualism having developed wonder ¬

I

fully strong men but produced many weak ones
that men throw the blame on environment cry-
ing

¬

out that circumstances have shaped them
Finally he is conscious of a dulling of the sen4r-
of

i

dutyone social class believing in its own
rights land in the duties of the othr ct1 s4 M Th 1

absence of these five spiritual senses which rareihe

t


